
      An algal bloom is a rapid in-
crease in the density of algae in an 
aquatic system. Algal blooms  
sometimes are  natural phenome-
na, but their frequency,  duration 
and intensity are increased 
by nutrient pollution. Algae can 
multiply quickly in waterways with 
an overabundance of nitrogen and 
phosphorus, particularly when the 
water is warm and the weather is 
calm. This proliferation causes 
blooms of algae that turn the wa-
ter noticeably green, although oth-
er colors can occur. Some species 
of algae grow in clumps covered in 
a gelatinous coating and have the 
capability to float, allowing cells to 
stick together into large surface 
scums in calm weather. 

The public plays an important role in 
reducing nutrient pollution. Each of us can use fertilizers wisely, such 
as only when lawns show nutrient deficiencies, according to manufac-
turer directions and avoid using fertilizers just prior to a rain. In addi-
tion, we can each use chemicals   responsibly and properly maintain 
our stormwater systems.  

What feeds the algae in our Resaca and Ponds? 




